
 
 
Dear friends and family, 
 
Merry Christmas 2020!  What a year!  It has been 
a while since I updated you all.  I tried to write 
earlier but our lives have just been very eventful 
over the past months!  First, I want to let you know 
that our family, Ammi and I and our three 
children--Johnny, Zoey, and Tiffany--are well and 
have been healthy throughout this year. Praise God 
for His goodness and faithfulness! 
 
As we know, Covid-19 and the human response to 
it globally, has changed all of our lives this year. 
Acknowledging that there are numerous viewpoints 
regarding this subject, we as believers can agree 
that God has allowed it to happen.  God knew 
ahead of time, He was not surprised by it.  And, 
God holds the future in His hands! 
 
Before I tell you what happened to us this year, I 
want to bring a word of encouragement.  Fear Not! 
God is in control, and your calling and destiny 
in Jesus Christ has not been canceled or 
delayed.  Everything will work together for 
good, for those who love Him and are called 
according to His purpose!  (Rom 8:28, Jer 29:11) 
 
Back in February, which seems like ages ago, I 
was getting ready to go to the Philippines for a 
short-term mission trip (from Feb 15-24, read my 
previous missions letter).  Suddenly, the week 
before the trip, the Philippines banned all travelers 
from Taiwan.  This impacted my flights because I 
was flying from Seattle to Taiwan to Manila, 
Philippines.  Long story short, I ended up 
postponing the trip, cancelling my flights, and 
getting a refund from the airline! 
 

Even though my Philippines hosts, Pastors Rod 
and Cheryl Domingo, and I, were disappointed in 
this outcome, in hindsight we realized that it worked 
out for the best, because in March, the Philippines 
went into lockdown.  Soon many people in Kalinga 
Province, where Rod and Cheryl lived, were on the 
verge of starvation, as no work meant no money to 
buy food.  Rod and Cheryl reached out to me to 
see if I could help. 
 
So what happened was that the funds that I raised 
for the trip, including airfare, ministry expenses, etc. 
(thanks to your generous donations!) were all sent 
to the Philippines to buy food and groceries for the 
people in need!  So your giving for the Philippines 
mission trip was not in vain, as the funds still ended 
up helping the people over there.  If I had gone on 
the trip, then I would not have the funds 
immediately available to send to them when they 
were locked down the following month. 
 

 
Funds helped buy food for those impacted by lockdown 
 



In summary, because God knew what was going to 
happen, He had me raise funds for the Philippines 
ahead of time.  He knew that the dates I had 
scheduled for the trip would not work out, and by 
His hand, He reallocated those funds to feed the 
people in Kalinga Province during the lockdown. 
Praise God for His marvelous works! 
 

 
 
Following Jesus, and learning to hear and obey His 
voice (John 10:4), will make your life an adventure! 
In January I sensed that we as a family should go 
visit Taiwan in the spring.  My parents are now 
residing in Taiwan, and many of my Taiwan 
relatives there had not met Zoey or Tiffany yet! 
(Zoey is now 4 and Tiffany over 1) 
 
So we planned to fly to Taiwan near the end of 
March, but then, when Johnny and Zoey’s schools 
closed around mid-March, we were shocked and 
realized that Seattle was heading into a lockdown. 
After much intense prayer, Ammi and I made the 
decision to move up our flight schedule to fly to 
Taiwan as soon as we could.  We wanted to get 
there before any travel restrictions. 
 
Praise God it turned out to be the right move. 
When we arrived in Taiwan we did not have to 
quarantine (if we arrived 2 days later we would 
have needed to be).  And then, by April, Taiwan 
closed its borders to the world.  If we had stuck with 
our original schedule we would not have been able 
to get in as a family (Ammi and the children only 
have US passports). 
 
My parents were so glad that we were able to make 
it to Taiwan, and we ended up staying with them for 
over 2 months.  It was a very fruitful and joyful time! 
Taiwanese society did not lock down, and 99 
percent of everything was open.  Praise God! 
Johnny and Zoey just thought it was a super long 

vacation with the grandparents!  This trip turned out 
to be an amazing blessing for us, especially for the 
children. 
 
In Taiwan, we visited friends and family relatives. 
We escaped to the beach, and soaked in hot 
springs in the mountains.  Johnny and Zoey 
frequented parks and playgrounds, and played with 
their peers.  Everything felt surreal as we were 
monitoring the situation back in the US.  The local 
churches were open and, through my parents’ 
network, I was able to continue ministering.  God is 
good! 
 

 
 
We flew back to Seattle on Memorial Day in the 
US.  I felt it was the right time to come back even 
though we did not know what the Covid situation 
was going to be in the summer months.  Again I 
believe we heard correctly from the Lord, for we 
came back on the same date that George Floyd 
was killed, and protests and rioting were about to 
explode in the US.  Seattle was a particular hotspot 
with CHAZ and CHOP, you know what I mean if 
you have been following US news. 
 
We came back because prayer and ministry were 
needed greatly for the US!  There was much work 
to do.  Coming back, we found that people, who 
have been isolated for months, wanted to talk, 
wanted to share, and wanted to pray.  People were 
broken and desperate.  People were looking for 
God.  People’s lives have been shaken and turned 
upside down.  People needed financial provision. 
People were falling apart. 
 
As a minister, I not only have to help others, but 
minister to my own family as well. I have to attend 
to my wife’s and children’s needs, and make sure 
everyone is doing ok.  Most of all, I have to minister 



to the Lord (1 Sam 2:11).  It has been an intense 
season of ministry.  We seek the presence of God 
to not only survive but to thrive.  The joy of the Lord 
is our strength! (Neh 8:10) 
 

 
 
In this unprecedented time, many local churches in 
the Seattle region are still closed, but ministry has 
not stopped or slowed down at all.  My worship 
ministry has not changed in the sense that every 
time I play my violin, guitar, or sing, I am doing it for 
an audience of one.  This year, I have learned to 
play the ukulele for worship as well!  I am playing 
for Him, singing for Him (Ps 96:1-2).  Looking at it 
from that perspective, my worship ministry has not 
changed in 16 years. 
 
Reflecting on 2020, I am amazed at how God has 
provided for my family.  We did not suffer this year. 
Praise God!  I want to thank all of you who have 
faithfully supported us.  May God bless you 
abundantly!  As 2020 winds down, I am hoping to 
record a new instrumental worship album soon. 
And if the nations open up again next year, maybe 
we will go to the Philippines and China.  Everything 
is up in the air.  Only God knows what will happen! 
 
Please consider supporting our ministry with one 
time or monthly giving, and partner with us in 
advancing the kingdom of God.  Please be praying 
for us!  Our dream is still to build a worship and 
discipleship training center for the nations.  The 
giving information is on the right.  Feel free to 
contact us.  Thanks for reading and may God bless 
you extravagantly this Christmas! 
 
Samuel 
and Ammi, and Johnny, Zoey, and Tiffany 
 
 

ministry website: lightamp.com 
email: liu.samuel@outlook.com 

NEW PHOTOGRAPHY WEBSITE! 

samuel-liu.smugmug.com 
 
This past year I have created a new website showcasing 
selected photos that I have taken around the world. They 

are available for purchase as prints, wall art, and cards 
to help raise funds for future mission trips. 

 

 
 
 

To give, you can use: 
 

Cash App 
$samliumusic 

 
Venmo 

@samliumusic 
 

Paypal 
www.paypal.me/samuelmusic 

 
 

Or you can mail a check 
 

Write check to Vision Team, for: Samuel Liu 
 

And mail check to: 
 

Vision Team International (USA) 
P.O. Box 235544 

Encinitas, CA 92023-5544 
 
 

 
 

Listen to Samuel’s electric violin albums 
Tears of Joy and Undiscovered Land 

on Spotify, Amazon, and Apple Music 
Contact Samuel to purchase CDs 

mailto:liu.samuel@outlook.com
http://www.paypal.me/samuelmusic

